
ArticlesCommon Mistakes
among speakers of Portuguese

As we look at common mistakes, it 
is important to note that they are 
an invaluable part of the learning 
process. The goal is to LEARN from 
mistakes rather than fight them.

Articles are used at the beginning 
of noun phrases. They can show 
whether we are talking about things 
that are known or unknown, singular 
or plural.

They are divided into definite and 
indefinite articles.

Definite Articles
The definite article “the” is used to 
identify an element of a group, one 
specific item. It is used before vowel 
and consonant sounds and indicates 
both plural and singular nouns.

The chair I love.
The chairs I bought.
The apple of my eye.

The apples in the bag.

When to use
- When you know which one(s) it is
- Things previously mentioned
- Things specified in the sentence
- When it’s clear from the situation 
which one(s) we mean
- Unique items
- Superlative forms
- Referring to a well-known person 
or thing

Articles

Common Mistakes
a) Use of definite articles before 
proper nouns

In many languages it is common 
to add a definite article before the 
name of a country or a person. 
In English, however, it must be 
avoided, except in cases where 
the name of the country contains 
an article itself. See the examples 
below:

- Countries that contain articles in 
the names:
The United States of America, The 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
among others

b) Using articles when talking about 
things in general

In English, we don’t use artigles to 
talk about things in general, such as 
abstract concepts or members of a 
group
E.g.
Ø Life is complicated.
My sister loves Ø horses.

c) Pronunciation
There are different ways to 
pronounce “the”:
- /ð∂/ before consonant sounds
- /ði:/ before vowel sounds

The correct use of articles is one 
of the most important points 
in English grammar. Luck i l y 
fo r  us ,  most  mis takes  won’t 
h inder  communication.

Practice
Check the sentences 
where articles are used 
correctly and correct 
the ones that aren’t:

The Europe needs a 
new direction.
The Germany invaded 
the France in 1941.
When I went to Italy I 
had a fantastic time!
Brazil is one of the most 
interesting countries in 
the world.
The Argentina’s most 
beautiful places are 
easy to find.
The United Kingdom is 
the land of Robin Hood.
My friend is working in 
the United Arab Emirates.
The Sophia Loren is 
an icon of Italy.
Did you know John 
has a friend from the 
Ivory Coast?
Elephants are very 
interesting animals.
The love is all you 
need. All you need is 
the love.
Ian raises the bees. 
He’s a beekeeper.
Someone should talk 
to the Mary about her 
behaviour at work.
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