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HOW TO WRITE AN ESSAY
writing for exams

Step 1 - Paragraphs
A paragraph is a group of sentences organized 
around a central topic. Therefore, there should be 
one idea in each paragraph.

The common structure consists of one topic 
sentence, which is an overview of what the 
paragraph will cover, supporting sentences and a 
concluding sentence.

Although a topic sentence may appear anywhere 
in a paragraph, placing it at the beginning of the 
paragraph helps the reader better understand 
the topic being discussed.

1. Here is an example of an introductory paragraph. 
Identify the topic sentence:

There is no doubt that English is becoming 
increasingly important as a language of 
international communication in the fields of 
science, trade, entertainment, and international 
relations. Not surprisingly, English words have 
appeared in many other languages throughout 
the world from Japanese to French. This has 
prompted some people to seek to defend their 
languages from this type of change. I would 
argue, however, that these efforts are likely to 
prove futile. 
(Writing for IELTS p.45)

2. Is it a well-developed paragraph? Check (√) the 
items that you can identify in the paragraph:
( √ ) topic sentence
( √ ) viewpoint supporting one idea
( √ ) viewpoint supporting opposite idea
( √ ) conclusion
( √ ) examples

Starting a new paragraph
When a new idea begins, so begins a new 

1

paragraph. Separate paragraphs can serve to 
contrast points of view in a debate or an argument.

In order to make the transition from one paragraph 
- or one idea - to another seamless, it is advisable 
to use ‘transitions’. These are words that link 
ideas which may indicate complement, contrast 
or cause and consequence.

Contrast
However,   On the other hand,
Nevertheless,  Nonetheless,

Addition
Also    Besides (that)
Furthermore   Moreover
In addition (to)

Cause/Consequence
Therefore,   Hence
Thus    Consequently 

3. Using one of the transition words above, 
write what you believe would be the following 
paragraph to the introduction from exercise 1:

Student’s creativity__________________________
Sample answer:_____________________________
Nevertheless, in Canada, the francophone 
province of Quebec has passed a law to ensure 
that French be used in signage and packaging 
all over the country. _______________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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