
If you are considering - or have 
considered - immigrating to Canada, 
you probably already know that you 
will need to provide evidence of 
proficiency in (at least) one of the 
Country’s official languages: English 
or French.

CELPIP - Canadian English 
Language Test - and IELTS General 
Training - International English 
Language Testing System - are 
the only two test accepted by 
Immigration Canada as proof of 
English proficiency.

Listening, though not necessarily 
the hardest part of the CELPIP test, 
does require some attention and 
specific strategies to maximize your 
chances of success*. Here are some 
of the key elements you need to 
know about listening before you sit 
the CELPIP exam:

there are 6 parts in the listening
there is a practice task - unscored 

- at the beginning of each part
the listening test is about 50 

minutes long
you will answer 38 questions
questions will only appear after 

the audio has played
you should take notes

Paraphrasing
On the listening test, the questions 
will rarely use the exact same words 
as in the audio. Questions usually 
use different words to express the 
same idea. This is why it is important 
for you to be able to identify 
paraphrases.

Consider the following:
“A surge in COVID-19 cases in 
Europe risks becoming a deadly 
double epidemic of flu and 
coronavirus infections, EU health 
officials warned on Thursday as 
they urged Europeans and their 
governments not to let their guard 
down.” Reuters

Which of the following would be a 
paraphrase of the above?

[   ] An increase in COVID-19 cases 
in Europe may become a lethal 
epidemic of coronavirus and flu in 
tandem, EU health officials alerted 
on Thursday and appealed European 
nations to keep vigilant.
[   ] A plunge in COVID-19 cases 
in Europe has become a deadly 
epidemic made worse by the flu. 
EU health officials have asked 
Europeans to let their guard down.

Note-taking
Apart from recognizing paraphrases, 
one of the most important strategies 
to do well on the listening test is to 
take relevant notes.

The fact that you will only see or 
hear the questions after having 
listened to the recording or video is 
what makes this test so challenging. 
That is why it is imperative that you 
be prepared to take notes that will 
actually help you get to the right 
answers.
Here are some tips:

when there are two speakers, it 
will always be a man and a woman

part 1 is a 
transactional talk 
(service / work) in 
which one person is 
looking for a solution 
to a problem or issue.

part 1 is a three-
part conversation

part 2 is a daily 
conversation

in part 3 you have 
to listen for information 
and it includes 
specialized knowledge

part 4 is a news 
story: be ready to write 
down ‘who’, ‘what’, 
‘where’, ‘when’ and 
‘why’

part 5 is a video 
with three speakers

the speakers are 
usually trying to solve 
an issue at work

in part 5 take 
notes of physical 
characteristics as well 
as opinions and beliefs

part 6 features 
one speaker sharing 
a report with multiple 
viewpoints

Take a look at the next 
page for note-taking 
template suggestions.
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