
Indefinite
Articles

Common Mistakes
among speakers of Portuguese

As we continue to look at common 
mistakes, it is important to note 
that they are an invaluable part of 
the learning process. The goal is to 
LEARN from mistakes.

Articles are used at the beginning 
of noun phrases. They can show 
whether we are talking about things 
that are known or unknown, singular 
or plural. They are divided into 
definite and indefinite articles.

Indefinite Articles
The indefinite articles “a/an” are 
used to introduce an unspecified 
noun or a general category. We use 
“a” /ə/ before consonant sounds; 
and we use “an” /ən/ is used when 
the following word begins with a 
vowel sound. 

She’s a dentist.
An apple a day keeps the doctor away.
I’ll see you in an hour.
He’s got a univeristy diploma.

When to use
- With singular countable nouns
- To refer to one person or thing
- To talk about any one member of a 
class
- To classify and define
- Before nouns used in descriptions

Common Mistakes
a) As the uses of indefinite articles 
cannot be compared to Portuguese 

Articles

because it is based on the phonetic 
distinction between vowels and 
consonants, it may lead to mistakes.
Eg.
I wish I had a alpaca. an alpaca
It is trully a honour. an honour
He needs an uniform for school. a uniform

b) Plural and uncountable nouns 
cannot be normally used with “a/
an”. Normally we use no article in 
these cases.
E.g.
He’s got Ø big ears.
My sister loves Ø horses.
I love drinking Ø coffee.

c) We cannot leave “a/an” out 
in negative expressions, after 
prepositions or after fractions.
Eg.
He never forgets a face.
You shouldn’t go out without an 
umbrella.
We’ve got only 1/4 of a tank.

The correct use of articles is one 
of the most important points 
in English grammar. Luck i l y 
fo r  us ,  most  mis takes  won’t 
h inder  communication.

Practice
Read the text below, identify the 
mistakes (a/an) and correct them:

The cost of the top education in 
England is about to rise. The British 
government chose to allow an 
universities to increase tuition fees 

to $9,500 an year, to 
secure the future of 
a higher education as 
public finances are cut.
Surprisingly, two 

of England’s most 
prestigious an universities, 
Oxford and Cambridge, 
have already indicated 
they will charge this 
top rate. 
A internal Cambridge 

review said it’ll be for all 
courses, with discounts 
of up to $5,000 for 
poorer students. The 
deputy head of an 
Oxford University 
said it’ll be charging 
the maximum for all a 
subjects, to make up 
for budget cuts and 
to be able to subsidise 
the most needed.
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Answer key

The cost of a top education in England is about to rise. The British government chose to allow uni-
versities to increase tuition fees to $9,500 a year, to secure the future of higher education as public 
finances are cut.
Surprisingly, two of England’s most prestigious universities, Oxford and Cambridge, have already 
indicated they will charge this top rate. An internal Cambridge review said it’ll be for all courses, with 
discounts of up to $5,000 for poorer students. The deputy head of Oxford University said it’ll be 
charging the maximum for all subjects, to make up for budget cuts and to be able to subsidise the 
most needed.


