
VocabularyCommon Mistakes
among speakers of Portuguese

As we look at common mistakes, it 
is important to note that they are 
an invaluable part of the learning 
process. The goal is to LEARN from 
mistakes rather than fight them.

A word in Portuguese may sum up 
many different meanings where 
in English two or more words are 
needed to cover as many meanings 
and vice-versa.

Expressing Existence
In sentences that express that 
something exists, we usually use 
the verb phrase ‘there + to be’. 
In Portuguese it is common to 
use the verb ‘to have’ to express 
the idea of existence. However it 
is not applicable in English.

There is a dog across the street.
(existence)

I have a dog. (possession)

Existence
THERE + TO BE
There is + a/an + sing. noun + place.
There is + uncount. noun + place.
There are + plural noun + place.
Possession
TO HAVE
Subject + have/has + a/an sing.noun.
Subject + have/has + plural noun.

Practice
Make the necessary corrections 
according to the use of ‘have’ and 

Vocabulary

‘there + to be’:
“In my bedroom, there are have 
five cushions; two of them are on 
the floor, and the other three are on 
my bed. There is Has a computer 
on my desk. There is Has also a 
black chair and a wardrobe in my 
bedroom. It is a very cosy place 
and I have a good rest in there.”

Make and Do - when to use
For Brazilian learners of English, 
there hardly is a more confusing 
pair of words than ‘do’ and ‘make’. 
In Portuguese there is only one 
expression that carries both meanings 
and uses. In English, however, each 
one is used to express different ideas.

I’ve just made a cake.
They didn’t do anything all day.

Do
• Used when talking about 

indefinite activities, for example: 
thing, something, anything, 
nothing, etc.

• Used when talking about work 
and jobs.

Make
• Used when talking about 

constructing, building, creating, etc.

Practice
Sort out the following 
words and expressions 
between things people 
‘do’ or ‘make’:
good – business - a 
journey - an offer - a 
favor - a suggestion 
– sports - a decision 
– exercise – money – 
peace – love – war - 
one’s hair – friends - a 
job – plan – shopping 
- the right thing – 
nothing - a phone call

Things you do:

good, business, a favor, 
sports, exercise, one’s hair, 
a job, shopping, the right 
thing, nothing, a phone call

Things you make:

a journey, an offer, a 
suggestion, a decision, 
money, peace, love, war, 
plan, a phone call, friends
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